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Paperless Lunchroom Proposal for CACFP
Thank you for the opportunity to submit suggestions for creating a “paperless lunchroom” for child care providers who access Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) funds to provide meals for children in their care.  CACFP funding is crucial in providing nutritious meals for young children, particularly for low-income children in subsidized care programs.  

The current paperwork requirements are challenging for child care providers and force providers to devote scarce time and resource to paperwork.  We are hopeful that the elimination of time consuming paperwork requirements will allow providers to commit time that would otherwise be spent on paperwork, to activities that help improve the services that they can offer children.

Below is a list of proposals that would eliminate the most onerous paperwork requirement.  If you have any questions, please contact Gregory Brender at United Neighborhood Houses of New York (212) 967-0032 ext 330 or Gbrender@unhny.org.

Eliminate Requirements that Family Child Care providers keep records after they are submitted
Every day that meals are served, Family Child Care Providers are required to provide 
·   Meal Count Sheet which lists which children were present and what meals they ate

·  daily menus

·  attendance Sheet signed by each child’s parents or guardians 

·  day care enrollment forms listing all enrolled children including those who are absent during the time submitted.  
Furthermore, these documents, which providers create daily and submit monthly, must be stored for specific time periods:
· On site at a provider’s home for one year from the date paperwork is submitted.

· In a location either at a provider’s home or nearby for three years after the date submitted.  
· 7 years in a site either at a provider’s home or nearby if the provider has been found to be in deficiency.

We propose elimination of the requirements that providers keep menus after they are submitted.
Provide Family Child Care Networks Funding for training on CACFP Family Child Care networks are required to have staff supervise family child care providers on their use of CACFP funds.  However, they are not funded to provide this training to providers on how to comply with the often complex CACFP regulations.  

We propose allowing CACFP funds to be sued to allow Family Child Care Networks to train providers on the use of CACFP funds and children’s nutrition.  
Allow providers a three month grace period to learn CACFP regulations.  CACFP regulations are very specific and require providers to develop menus that meet stringent nutritional requirements.  Some providers are penalized, early in their career, for failing to meet some specifications.  Family Child Care Networks are required to conduct frequent inspections of family child care homes CACFP programs to ensure compliance with regulations.  The inspections conducted in the homes of new providers should be used to educate providers and improve services. 
We propose allowing a three month grace period where providers will be informed of any errors but not penalized if the errors do not have an impact of children’s nutrition.  

Allow Staff Participation in Family Style Meals.  Federal Head Start performance standards encourage family style meals where an adult participates in meals with the children in their care.  This demonstrates and teaches healthy eating habits.  However, under current guidelines, CACFP funds can not be used to provide reimbursement for program’s staff and volunteers.  

We propose amending CACFP guidelines to allow and encourage staff to participate in family style meals.  

If you have any questions, please contact Gregory Brender (212) 967-0032 ext. 330 or gbrender@unhny.org.
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